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ALUMNI
The Lady Willie Forbus story
"[You'll] make a good stenographer for some lawyer some day," she was assured.

Lady Willie Forbus

L

ady Willie Forbus turned 100 on
August 24, 1992, but not surprisingly longevity is probably the
least among the extraordinary attainments of Michigan's oldest living alum.
It is a matter for some sober reflection
that when Lady Willie, who struggled,
starved, and worked her way through law
school as a stenographer, went to say
good-bye to the then-dean 74 years ago,
he assured her she would "make a good
stenographer for some lawyer some
day." In some fairness, of course, it
should be added that Michigan alone in a
group that included Yale, Harvard,
Cornell and Columbia, had accepted her
as a student.
Ms. Forbus got as far as Michigan
by hoeing a hard row, as recounted in an
extensive profile of the lawyer and her
life in the Seattle Times of August 30,
1992. Born in 1892 to the manager of a
plantation along Mississippi's Yazoo
River, she was one of six children. There
were no schools in the region. Her
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father's job rested precariously on his
turning a profit at whatever plantation
he managed; consequently he changed
jobs often.
To ensure her children's betterment
Forbus' s mother sent the six off to a town
150 miles away to form their own
household and get an education. (Lady
Willie was assigned the cooking and
caretaking, but the household money was
sent to her brothers.) The boys got
scholarships to colleges all across the
United States; Lady Willie took stenographic training and worked her way
through the University of Mississippi.
After she acquired the law degree
at Michigan and sent out letters to a wide
array of lawyers asking about employment, the most promising response came
from Seattle. She saved for a year to
make the trip, sat up through three
nights on the train, and had the last of
her money, $20, stolen at her lodgings
upon arrival.
Nevertheless she spent a requisite

year as a law clerk in Seattle, then took
and passed the bar and opened her own
practice in 1919. The only woman
practicing law in Seattle at the time, she
retained that distinction ( of which she
claims not to have been made particularly
conscious) for the next ten years. Her
practice remained a solo one and she did
not fully retire from it for seventy years.
Her career, as assessed by Judge
Anne Ellington in a 1985 (Washington)
Bar Bulletin profile, was marked
throughout by her passion for social
justice. As a lawyer she concentrated on
representing individuals - only rarely
did she take institutions or corporations
as clients-and especially individuals
whose personal or property rights were
at stake.
A case in the early '20s set the tone
for her career and apparently started her
on a subsequent quest for public office.
In the case she took on the Seattle Police
Department and the Prosecuting Attorney
on behalf of the widow of a police officer,
who had been found shot to death in his
car. The death had been ruled a suicide
and the widow' s pension therefore
denied. Forbus was able to show that the
man had been shot by two different guns,
and the case was moved from the
Prosecutor's office and brought before a
grand jury, which ruled it murder.
In 1922 Lady Willie ran for
Prosecuting Attorney, and lost. She also
ran unsuccessfully twice for a Superior
Court judgeship and was similarly
unsuccessful in receiving any civil
service appointment. However, in the
1940s, when she was well into middle
age, she was elected to the Washington
State senate, where she served for three
sessions, some of that time as chair of the
Judiciary Committee. According to the

Chicago area alumni celebrate
Mc Cree professorship
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Ellington profile, Ms. Forbus thought her
greatest achievement as a state senator
was the passage of legislation which
discontinued the practice of labeling
children born out of wedlock as illegitimate. She was a prominent supporter of
workman's compensation, unemployment
insurance, a graduated income tax, and
equal pay for equal work - a position
strenuously opposed at the time by the
aircraft industry, dominant in the region
and the major employer of its women.
By the 1950s Lady Willie had
begun to focus her energies increasingly
on a host of community affairs and to
spend some of her freedom, as a mother
whose two daughters had grown to
adulthood, on world travel. She lectured
widely and regularly at the University of
Washington, becoming an icon of sorts to
women lawyers in the region, although
she consistently balked at the phrase
"woman" anything. ("Why are we talking
about women at all as a thing apart in a
democracy?" she once asked as an aside
during a speech.)
Well into her nineties, still practicing part-time, Lady Willie was an active
supporter of the Equal Rights Amendment, a position she first took up in the
'30s while lobbying in Washington, D.C.,
on women's issues and child labor laws.
Described by a local judge in the
Ellington profile as "an old-fashioned
liberal populist with a marvelous
commitment to social justice," Lady
Willie Forbus, ironically or not, has
reflected honor on the institution which
sent her forth in 1918 with such very
modest expectations.

hicago area alumni marked the
establishment of the Wade
H. McCree, Jr., Professorship
at the University of Michigan Law
School with a luncheon this past
October. The event, attended by well
over fifty people, was funded by
Chicago attorney John J. Lowery of
Lowery & Smerz, Ltd., as a tribute to
McCree, whom Lowery, not a U-M
alumnus, much admired. Luncheon
chairman was Donald Hubert, '73, of
Donald Hubert & Associates. The
organizing committee included David
Adams, '76, Sharon Barner, '82,
Natalie Delgado, '81, Stanley L. Hill,
'73, Michelle D. Jordan, '77, Wayne
A. McCoy, '72, Glenn M. Price, '73,
James L. Rhodes, "74, and Arthur P.
Wheatley, '73.
In a speech to the gathering,
which included Mrs. Wade H.
McCree, Jr. (Dores), U.S. Magistrate
Judge Joe B. McDade,'63, of the
Central District of Illinois stressed the
imperative of "insuring that equal
opportunity for Afro-Americans
remains on the front burner of the

national agenda" and cited McCree as
a "hero and a mentor."
Judge McCree was, by a few
months, the second African American
to be named to the federal judiciary,
and he became the first to reach the
federal appellate court, sitting on the
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
from 1966 to 1977. Similarly, he was
the second African American to hold
the post of Solicitor General of the
United States, the first having been
Thurgood Marshall. It was from this
position that McCree came to the
University of Michigan Law School in
1981 as Lewis M. Simes Professor of
Law. The McCree Professorship is the
first such honor to be bestowed upon
an African American by a major law
school, according to McDade.
At the luncheon Dean Lee
Bollinger announced that David
Chambers, noted professor of family
law and longtime friend of McCree' s,
had been named as first recipient of
the professorship and added that the
endowment for the chair is halfway to
its $500,000 goal.

Pictured at the Chicago luncheon (left to right): Dean Lee Bollinger, Judge Joe B.
McDade, '63, Dores McCree, Donald Hubert, '73, and Earl Neal, '52.
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Peter Swiecicki, Adwokat
Amerykanski
To meet the many new challenges
which accompany its conversion to
capitalism, the Polish government has
recruited the assistance of the best and the
brightest, including Michigan Law
School alumnus Peter Swiecicki, '82.
Peter went to Poland in 1990 at the
invitation of his cousin Marchin
Swiecicki, Poland's Minister of Foreign
Economic Relations. After serving for
three months as his cousin's advisor,

Peter Swiecicki

Peter became an advisor to the Minister
of Finance. In that capacity he assisted in
the drafting of Poland's new foreign
investment laws and banking laws. He
also worked to privatize foreign trade
organizations.
The United States and other democracies have a whole body of institutions
which we too often take for granted, Peter
says, and he notes that as to establishing a
criminal law, "[T]hey really need a Yale
Kamisar or Jerry Israel over here." Peter
says that his work has often been frustrating. ''The new democratic system ...
requires endless debate." For example, it
took two years to reach a compromise
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between the need to receive foreign
capital and the worry that Poland would
sell its existing assets too cheaply.
In August 1991, Peter left the
government to establish the Warsaw
office of Dickinson, Wright, Moon, Van
Dusen & Freeman, a firm with which he
had previously been, and still is, a
partner. He continues to serve as a
governmental advisor on banking reform,
however, and he is actively involved in
the privatization of state banks.
The most difficult part in setting up
a law practice, Peter claims, was obtaining a phone line. Alter waiting in line for
days to receive an application for phone
line approval, Peter perceived an opportunity to show how private initiative can
work; he entered a joint venture with
Ameritech and is currently establishing a
cellular phone network.
Because there are no rules governing the practice of law in Poland by
foreign lawyers, practicing in Poland is
not a difficulty; what has proven hard,
Peter says, is finding Polish attorneys to
work with. There are only 5,000 admitted attorneys in Poland, and Dickinson,
Wright needs ones who speak English,
live in Warsaw, and are experienced in
commercial law. Dickinson, Wright now
employs only two Polish attorneys.
Before law school, Peter acquired a
bachelor's degree from the Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service
and a master's degree in history from
Columbia. He practiced with Dickinson,
Wright in Detroit from 1982 to 1990, and
became a partner in 1988.
While in the United States, he
actively supported Solidarity and served
as president of the North American Study
Center for Polish Affairs, a non-profit
educational association.

Jean Ledwith King joins
Glass Ceiling Commission
Jean Ledwith King, '68, an Ann
Arbor attorney and long-time activist
against sex discrimination, was named in
September 1992 to the so-called Federal

Jean Ledwith
King

Glass Ceiling Commission. Among
King's many distinctions is her election
in 1989 to the Michigan Women's Hall
of Fame on the basis of her work on
human rights issues. King also helped
form the Women's Caucus of the
Michigan Democratic Party, the first
women's caucus within a major U.S.
political party. In 1988 the Washtenaw
County Trial Lawyers Association
presented her with its Outstanding
Lawyer of the Year award.
Establishment of the Glass Ceiling
Commission was sponsored by U.S.
Representative William Ford (D-Mich.,
13th Dist.) as part of the 1991 Civil
Rights and Women's Equity Employment Act, and it was Ford who urged
House Speaker Thomas Foley to
nominate King. The 21-member commission is charged in the act with conducting
a study and preparing recommendations
on "eliminating artificial barriers to the

advancement of women and minorities"
and "increasing the opportunities and
developmental experiences of women
and minorities to foster [their] advancement ... to management and decisionmaking positions in business."

Dale Oesterle receives chair
at Colorado
Dale Oesterle, J.D. '75, has been
named the Monfort Professor of Commercial Law at the University of Colorado in Boulder. Oesterle was a professor
at the Cornell Law School from 1979 to
1992. He is the author of Mergers,
Acquisitions, and Reorganizations (West,
1992), as well as of numerous articles on
subjects ranging from remedies to civil
procedure to corporate finance. His latest
article concerns the corporate and
regulatory structure of the New York
Stock Exchange. From May to October of
1992, Professor Oesterle served as the
William Henry Foundation Fellow, a
University-wide chair at the University
of Auckland in New Zealand. Here he
taught a seminar on advanced topics in
corporate and securities regulation and
also participated in drafting new corporation and insolvency legislation for the
New Zealand government.
At Colorado, Oesterle will
teach courses on corporate finance, corporations, mergers and acquisitions,
bankruptcy, and securities regulation.
As he prepared to move from Ithaca to
Boulder, Oesterle reflected "I owe a great
deal to Cornell, where I learned to teach
after a rocky start. My family and I will
miss it, but we look forward to the great
opportunity at Colorado."

Class Notes
1950,_ _ _ __ __ _
Stuart Dunnings received two notable
honors this past fall. The National Bar
Association inducted him into its Hall of
Fame and he was a recipient of the Champion
of Justice A ward from the State Bar of
Michigan at its 1992 Annual Meeting.
Dunnings, a Lansing MI attorney, was cited
for his efforts on behalf of racial justice,
community improvement, and professional
excellence. He and his wife Janet are the
parents of four attorneys.

1954._ _ __ _ _ _ __

He retired this fall after some thirty years in
the U.S. Foreign Service, which included
assignments in Peru, Morocco, Venezuela,
Mexico, Afghanistan and Ecuador as well as
in Colombia. He and his wife, Dr. Luz Marina
Gomez-Smith, who is also an attorney, are
residing in Tucson, AZ.

1957_ _ _ __ _ __ _
James E. Pohlman has been elected Secretary-Treasurer-Elect of the International
Association of Defense Counsel. Pohlman, a
trial lawyer, is chairman of the litigation
department of the firm of Porter, Wright,
Morris & Arthur, Columbus, Ohio.

1959_ _ __ __ __

Stephen A. Bromberg, a Director and

John Ziegler officially vacated his job as NHL

Shareholder in the Binningham MI office of
Butzel Long, was recently named to the
Board of Directors of the Detroit Symphony.

president after 15 years and in less than a week
was named an adviser to the Detroit Tigers by
his long-time friend and new Tigers owner,
Mike Ilitch.

1955,_ _ _ _ _ __ __
Colombia's President Cesar Gaviria recently
conferred the meritorious title Defender of
Justice on James F. (Jim) Smith. The
government of Colombia established this
order of merit as part of its struggle against
drug trafficking and in defense of its

1963_ __ _ _ _ _ __
D. Michael Kratchman, now practicing
business litigation and securities arbitration
law in Southfield Ml, has recently affiliated
with U.S. Arbitration and Mediation of
Michigan, Inc., a firm which provides
alternative dispute resolution services.

Norman O. Stockmeyer, Professor of Law
at the Thomas M. Cooley Law School, was
designated Trustee Emeritus of the Michigan
State Bar Foundation at that organization's
1992 annual meeting in mid-September. He
was so honored for his 21 years of service on
the Foundation's Board of Trustees, which
included three years (1982-85) as its President.
James F. Smith

democratic institutions. The title recognizes
Smith's efforts, as Director of the U.S.
Agency for International Development for
Colombia, to further profound reform of that
country's judicial system.
Smith served as A.l.D. chief in the U.S.
embassy in Bogota for the past eight years.

1966,_ _ __ __ _ __
Terence R. Murphy, founding partner of
Murphy & Malone and for two years a member
of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone's
Washington office, formed Law Offices of
Murphy & Associates on September 1, 1992.
The Washington D.C. firm practices in the area
of international trade and business law.
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Richard E. Rassel, a Director and Shareholder in the Detroit firm of Butzel Long, has
been elected to the Executive Committee of
the Board of Directors of Lex Mundi.

1967_ __ _ _ _ __ _
Edwin K. Hall assumed the responsibilities
of Chief Counsel to the United States Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations as of the end
of 1991.

1970_ _ __ _ _ _ __
John M. Kamins, a partner in Honigman
Miller Schwartz and Cohn, Detroit, has been
elected Chairperson of the Public Corporation
Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan.

1971 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Thomas P. McMahon has become special
counsel to the Denver CO firm of Williams,
Youle & Koenigs, P.C., specializing in
complex litigation. McMahon is Chairman of
the Antitrust Subsection of the Colorado Bar
Association and Vice-Chair of the State
Antitrust Enforcement Committee of the ABA
Antitrust Section. From 1981to1989 he
served as Chief of the Antitrust Unit for the
State of Colorado.

1973._ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
William D. Meyer recently completed a oneyear sabbatical from his firm, Hutchison,
Black, Hill and Cook, Boulder CO, during
which he served as liason to the Republic of
Bulgaria on behalf of the Central and East
European Law Initiative of the American Bar
Association and pursued a variety of law
reform projects.

1974._ __ _ _ _ _ __
Stephen R. Drew, a private litigator
in the Grand Rapids MI firm of Drew, Cooper
& Anding, has been elected president
of the Grand Rapids Bar Association as of
July I, 1992.
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Richard G. Moon of the management
employment law firm of Moon, Moss, McGill
& Bachelder, headquartered in Portland ME,
was elected as a management member of the
Council of the Labor and Employment Law
Section of the American Bar Association at
the ABA's Annual Meeting in San Francisco,
August 1992.
In a reorganization of the State Bar of
Michigan's executive staff, Marcia Proctor
has been promoted to General Counsel from
Regulation Counsel.

1975_ _ _ _ __

_

_

Detroit attorney Connye Y. Harper was
elected vice-chairman of the Labor Law
Section of the National Bar Association at its
annual meeting and was re-elected recording
secretary of the Women Lawyers Division of
the Association.

Jeffrey K. Haynes has become a shareholder
in the newly formed Bloomfield Hills, MI
firm ofVanderkloot, Rentrop, Martin, Haynes
& Morrison, P.C., following a merger
between Siudara, Rentrop, Martin & Morrison
and his former firm, Vanderkloot & Haynes,
P.C. He concentrates in the area of environmental law and recently co-edited the
Michigan Environmental Law Deskbook,
published by ICLE, in which he authored the
chapter on the Michigan Environmental
Protection Act.
Douglas M. Tisdale has joined the Denver
office of Popham, Haik. A nationally
recognized expert in the fields of bankruptcy,
commercial default/enforcement,
restructurings and workouts, Tisdale worked
for 16 years as a trial lawyer in these areas at
the Denver firm of Brownstein Hyatt Farber
& Strickland, P.C.

1976·~-------
David A. Ettinger has been appointed head
of the Hospital Merger Task Force of the
ABA Antitrust Law Section's Health Care
Committee.

1978._ _ _ _ _ __ _
Mary T. (Terry) Johnson has been appointed a member of the Departmental
Appeals Board of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services to adjudicate
disputes between the Department and its
grantees and appeals of medical care
providers and scientists accused of fraud.
Eric L. Martin was elected to the Executive
Committee of the Board of Directors of
the International Festivals Association at its
annual meeting, held in Rotterdam, The
Netherlands, in September 1992.
The Legal Aid Committee of the Virginia
State Bar awarded Martin D. Wegbreit, who
is a staff attorney with Client Centered Legal
Services in Southwest Virginia, its first annual
Legal Aid Award.

1979_ _ _ _ _ _ __
Susan E. Morrison has become a shareholder
in the newly formed Bloomfield Hills MI firm
of Vanderkloot, Rentrop, Haynes & Morrison,
P.C. Her areas of concentration are environmental, municipal, and real property law.

Alumni Deaths
1911 Leroy C. Lyon
1943 Arthur Peters
1950 Ronald L. Greenberg

1980_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Paula R. Latovick, formerly a shareholder
with the Lansing MI firm of Fraser Trebilcock
Davis and Foster, P.C., has become a full-time
faculty member at the Thomas M. Cooley Law
School, where she will teach courses in
Property Law.
Fredric Bryan Lesser has joined the Lake
Forest IL firm of Cummins & Mardoian,
which has been re-named Mardoian & Lesser.

Thomas J. Gibney has become a partner in
the Toledo 0 firm of Eastman & Smith. He
concentrates his practice in labor and
employment law in Ohio and Michigan.

1986 (LL.M.)._ _ _ __
Peter L.H. van den Bossche was appointed
Associate Professor of Law at the Law School
of the University of Limburg, Maastricht.

1989_ _ _ __ _ __
1982.~-------David Apo!, formerly staff counsel for the
Senate Ethics Committee, has assumed a post
as counsel for ethics at tll.e U.S. Department
of Labor.

David L. Wynne has left private practice to
devote his time to pro-bono work for the
AIDS Foundation, San Diego. He also writes
a column of AIDS-related legal issues for a
San Diego community newspaper.

1983._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Helm Resources, Inc., of Greenwich CT has
named Michael R. Epps Vice-President and
General Counsel. Helm has diverse interests
in industrial, technological, financial-service
and entertainment industries.
John R. Wylie has been named a partner in
the Colorado Springs office of Holme Roberts
and Owen.

1984_ _ _ __ __ _
Cindy S. Birley has been promoted to
Principal in the Denver CO office of William
M. Mercer, Inc., where she specializes in
employee benefits and tax-related issues.
Martine R. Dunn has become a shareholder
of the Dayton OH firm of Coolidge, Wall,
Womsley & Lombard Co., L.P.A. Dunn
practices corporate and real estate law.

1985_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Thomas N. Bulleit, Jr., was recently
elected to a three-year term on the Steering
Committee of the Health Law Section of the
District of Columbia Bar Association. Bulleit
practices with the D.C.-based firm of Hogan
& Hartson.

Reunion Information
If you graduated in a year
ending in a 3 or an 8 then 1993
is a reunion year for you! Call
your Law School friends and
roommates, even your adversaries and plan to join us in celebration! Emeritus weekend, for
those who graduated more than
fifty years ago, will be June 4-6.
All other reunions will be held in
the fall. Watch your mail for
further details. If you were a
summer starter, and would
prefer to have a reunion with a
class other than your graduating
class, please call 313-998-7970
and let us know.
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